CHAPTER XVI

CLARICE DE' MEDICI ( CLARICE STROZZl)
Bom 1493   (Married 1508 ) Died 1528

CLARICE, the second of the two children of Pietro the Unfor-
tunate, ?nd sister of Lorenzo (Duke of Uibino), was far more
capable than either her father, mother, or brother. Her uncle,
Leo X, used to say that it would have been well for the family
if Clsrice had been the man, and her brother, Lorenzo, the
O'oman. She had a high spirit and strong intelligence, and fre-
quently saved her husband from disaster by her courage and
ability. Her very interesting portrait, taken when she was
about seventeen, shows a fine strong, intellectual face, fully in
keeping with the character she afterwards displayed.

Clarice's life exemplified the vicissitudes of the Medici
fortunes; for during her comparatively short life the family
were twice in the highest prosperity and twice in the deepest
adversity Born in the Medici Palace when her family was at
the height of the splendour to which it had been brought by
her grandfather, Lorenzo the Magnificent, she was, when a
year old, carried away from Florence when her parents were
exiled; and the whole of her girlhood was passed in the no-
madic existence entailed on her family by that exile. Her
father died when she was ten years old; and when she was
fit teen her mother, Alfonsina, gave her in marriage to Filippo
Strozzi, head of the Strozzi family, and a man of much in-
fluence both at Florence and at the Papal court. Although her
husband was fined and banished for this marriage with her
he was suffered to return to Florence about a year later, bring-
ing his young bride with him. Then when Clarice was nineteen
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